
    

 

 

 

 

Key Learning Areas 

Word choice 

Concepts Taught 

Rich, precise language 

Target Age 

9 – 15 Year Olds 

Duration 

2 x 45 minute Session 

You will need: 

Salsa words vs. 
rice cake words 

worksheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Resources: 
• http://edgalaxy.com/educati

on-quotes 
• http://edgalaxy.com/classro

om-posters-
charts/2013/9/10/14-

educational-quotes-posters 
• http://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=iPnYfwLOw84 
 

Essential Questions 

• HOW DOES WORD CHOICE 
AFFECT MY WRITING? 

• CAN WORD CHOICE IMPACT MY 
READER?   

Learning Intention / Overview 
Word choice is a component of writing that all writing and 
language arts teachers should strive to continually emphasize.  
When students use simplistic and imprecise words, their writing 
takes on an elementary tone that may make important issues 
seem less important to readers.  On the other hand, use rich, 
precise language can create strong connections between an 
author’s words and the ideas that they are trying to convey.   A 
comparison between writers that uses strong words and those 
that use weaker words can be found in salsa and rice cakes. Just 
as salsa is spicy and varied, one’s word choice should be too!  On 
the other hand, rice cakes tend to be bland and boring; this is the 
word choice that authors should seek to eliminate from their 
writing. 

Methods / Teaching Strategies 
• Modeling 
• Direct Instruction 
• Individual practice 
•  

Assessment of Learning 

• Worksheet (provided)  
 

How might you customize or alter this lesson? 

 

 

 

Salsa words vs. rice cake words 
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1.  Begin by displaying a picture of salsa and a picture of rice cakes. 

2.  Ask students to independently compare and contrast the appearance of the two 
food items.   Typical responses might include:  salsa is colorful while rice cakes are 
boring and plain.   

3.  If desired, you might also ask students to compare and contrast the taste of the 
two food items.   Typical responses might include:  salsa is spicy, while rice cakes are 
bland. 

4.  After students have discussed the pictures, ask students to come up with a 
definition for what “salsa words” might mean.   

5.  Allow students to develop their response.  Call on a few students to respond.  
Record their answers on the board.   

6.  Ask students to come up with a definition for what “rice cake words” might mean.   

7.  Allow students to develop their response.  Call on a few students to respond.  
Record their answers on the board. 

8.  Then, reveal that salsa words are precise, rich word choice that adds quality to 
one’s writing.  Rice cake words are dull, boring, vague words that are often times 
overused.   

9.  Do not show students the first sample paragraph; instead, ask them to close their 
eyes while you read it.  After finishing, ask them to rate the word choice on a scale of 
1 to 5.  (1 being that the passage was overloaded with rice cake words, two that is 
had a lot of rice cake words, three that it had about one-half rice cake words and 
one-half salsa words, 4 that it had more salsa words that rice cake words, and 5 that 
it was primarily all salsa words. 

10.  After they respond by holding up the correlating number of fingers, show them 
the paragraph on a projector screen or on paper.  Work together to identify the rice 
cake words that led to their score of 1 to 2 on this paragraph for word choice. 

11.  Read the sample paragraph 2.  Have students also rate the word choice for this 
piece.  After rating, show students the paragraph and have them identify the 
stronger words (salsa words) used throughout this paragraph. 

12.  Ask students to complete the “Salsa vs. rice cake words” worksheet. 

Teaching Instructions 
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Sample Paragraphs 

 

 
Paragraph 1: 
     Choosing between a dog and a cat can be a big decision.  There 
are a lot of differences between dogs and cats.  Choosing the right 
one can be hard.  It is a big choice to decide if you want a dog or a 
cat.  A dog can be more playful.  Cats don’t want to be bothered.  
They sleep a lot.  Dogs play a lot.  If you are going to get a pet, you 
will want to think about how different dogs and cats are. 
 
 
 
Paragraph 2: 
     Choosing to adopt a cat or dog is not a simple choice and should 
reflect their owner’s lifestyle.   There are a number of variances 
between cats and dogs.  A dog is often more spirited and playful, 
whereas, cats are laid back and prefer isolation or sleep.  When 
trying to decide which pet is the appropriate one, noting these 
differences can prevent one from making a monumental mistake.  
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Sample Paragraphs 
Answer Key  

 

 
Paragraph 1: 
     Choosing between a dog and a cat can be a big decision.  There 
are a lot of differences dogs and cats.  Choosing the right one can be 
hard.  It is a big choice to decide if you want a dog or a cat.  A dog 
can be more playful.  Cats don’t want to be bothered.  They sleep a 
lot.  Dogs play a lot.  If you are going to get a pet, you will want to 
think about how different dogs and cats are. 
 
 
 
Paragraph 2: 
     Choosing to adopt a cat or dog is not a simple choice and should 
reflect their owner’s lifestyle.   There are a number of variances 
between cats and dogs.  A dog is often more spirited and playful, 
whereas, cats are laid back and prefer isolation or sleep.  When 
trying to decide which pet is the appropriate one, noting these 
differences can prevent one from making a monumental mistake.  
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Salsa Words vs. Rice Cake Words 
 
Directions:  For questions 1 – 10, underline the rice cake word in each sentence.  
Rewrite a salsa word to replace the underlined word in the space provided.   

(Remember that rice cake words are often imprecise, not specific, and don’t help to 
paint a picture in the reader’s mind.) 

Example:  Juan said, “It’s time to go.”                 __yelled______________ 

 

1.  The little boy was fuming after his bicycle was stolen.     _____________________ 

 

2.  The tall grass needs to be cut.                                     _____________________ 

 

3.  Amber got a t-shirt.                                                        _____________________ 

 

4.  The tired girl walked to bed.            _____________________ 

 

5.  The green car was parked in the driveway.          _____________________ 

 

6.  That small plant is strange looking.              _____________________ 

 

7.  The empty building burnt in the nighttime.       _____________________   

 

8.  I threw the ball.                                      _____________________ 

 

9.  The hot air balloon glow lit up the area.        _____________________ 

 

10.  The loud music hurt my ears.             _____________________ 
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Salsa Words vs. Rice Cake Words 
Answer Key 

Directions:  For questions 1 – 10, underline the rice cake word in each sentence.  
Rewrite a salsa word to replace the underlined word in the space provided.   

Example:  Juan said, “It’s time to go.”                 __yelled______________ 

 

1.  The little boy was fuming after his bicycle was stolen.      petite 

 

2.  The tall grass needs to be cut.                                      towering 

 

3.  Amber got a t-shirt.                                                         purchased 

 

4.  The tired girl walked to bed.             trudged 

 

5.  The green car was parked in the driveway.           emerald green 

 

6.  That small plant is strange looking.              miniature 

 

7.  The empty building burnt in the nighttime.        vacant 

 

8.  I threw the ball.                                       pitched 

 

9.  The hot air balloon glow lit up the area.   illuminated 

 

10.  The loud music hurt my ears.        deafening 

 

                 © www.edgalaxy.com – Cool Stuff for Nerdy Teachers 
 

http://www.edgalaxy.com/

	Learning Intention / Overview
	Methods / Teaching Strategies

