
 

The Black Hills of South Dakota 

 
 History and natural beauty combine to create a monumental display in the Black 
Hills of South Dakota.  Mount Rushmore National Memorial showcases the images of 
four United States presidents.  These distinct images were actually carved into the 
granite, making the project an expression of creativity unlike any other in the United 
States. 

 Historian Doane Robinson is noted to have presented the idea of carving famous 
people into the Black Hills. His idea was directly related to tourism and boosting 
commercial activity.  While the preliminary plans were to sculpt in the Needles, Gutzon 
Borglum, a Danish-American sculptor, rejected the original idea.  He felt that the stone’s 
poor quality would create havoc in creating a successful product, as well as upset Native 
Americans.  Eventually, the current location of Mount Rushmore was selected, given its 
geographic angle and frequent exposure to the sun.   

 While Robinson proposed featuring Lewis and Clark, Red Cloud, and other 
western heroes,   Borglum settled on something more nationally focused.  From there, 
the process of obtaining federal funding began.  Actual construction of the area began in 
1927, but the carvings were not completed until between 1934 and 1939.  The untimely 
death of Borglum left construction incomplete. 

 In 1941, Lincoln Borglum, Gutzon’s son, took over the project.  While preliminary 
plans detailed each president being depicted from head to waist, funding required the 
project to cease in October 1941.    The sixty-foot sculptures featuring George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln attract nearly 
three million people each year.  Located near Keystone, South Dakota, the entire area 
spans over 1,000 acres is maintained under the control of the U. S. National Park 
Service. 
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Directions:  After reading the passage, answer each question.  You may refer back to 
the passage. 

 

1.  Which of the following BEST states the passage’s main idea? 

a.  There were a lot of complications in constructing Mount Rushmore. 

b.  Mount Rushmore was created by Danish-Americans. 

c.  Mount Rushmore is a popular tourist attraction. 

d.  Mount Rushmore combines history with natural beauty to create a popular tourist 
attraction. 

 

2.  What does the underlined word in the following sentence MOST LIKELY mean? 

His idea was directly related to tourism and boosting commercial activity. 

a.  business 

b.  friendship 

c.  beauty 

d.  humor 

 

3.  Where is Mount Rushmore located?   

a.  the Needles of South Dakota 

b.  near Keystone, South Dakota 

c.  north of South Dakota 

d.  Black Hills, North Dakota 

 

4.  Why did Lincoln Borglum take over the Mount Rushmore project? 

a.  His dad died. 

b.  His dad disagreed with Robinson, so he quit. 

c.  His dad was very ill and needed help. 
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d.  His dad did not quit.  They actually worked together. 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Approximately how long did it take to finish Mount Rushmore? 

a.  14 years 

b.  100 years 

c.  2 years 

d.  44 years 

 

6.  Which of the following faces is NOT featured on Mount Rushmore? 

a.  Theodore Roosevelt 

b.  Abraham Lincoln 

c.  John Adams 

d.  Thomas Jefferson 

 

7.  Given that three million people visit Mount Rushmore annually, which of the 
following statements can be inferred? 

a.  Mount Rushmore is a popular tourist attraction. 

b.  Mount Rushmore is not nearly as popular as Robinson and Borglum thought it would 
be. 

c.  Mount Rushmore is too expensive for most people to visit. 

d.  Mount Rushmore is visited only by South Dakota natives. 

 

8.  What does the underlined word in the following sentence MOST LIKELY mean? 

While preliminary plans detailed each president being depicted from head to waist, 
funding required the project to cease in October 1941. 

a.  final 

b.  first 

c.  confusing 
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d.  disagreement 

 

9.  The stone where the carvings were made is composed of: 

a.  granite 

b.  onyx 

c.  salt 

d.  limestone 

 

10.  Which of the following is a reason that Borglum did not want to create the 
monument in the Needles? 

a.  the stone was too hard 

b.  the stone’s quality was poor 

c.  there was not enough room 

d.  all of the above 

 

11.  How tall are the statues that Borglum carved? 

a.  20-feet 

b.  50-feet 

c.  60-feet 

d.  The passage does not supply this information. 

 

12.  Who paid for the construction of Mount Rushmore? 

a.  citizens 

b.  the federal government 

c.  the presidents 

d.  Borglum and Robinson 

 

13.  Which of the following reasons BEST supports why Mount Rushmore was created in 
the Northwestern part of the country? 

a.  This area had large amount of stone that were suitable for carving. 

b.  This area had fewer people residing in the area than other parts of the country. 

c.  This location was Borglum and Robinson’s hometown. 
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d.  This was the hometown of each of the four presidents featured in the carvings. 

 

14.  Which of the following titles would BEST reflect the passage’s main idea? 

a.  Borglum’s Bizarre Carving 

b.  Mount Rushmore:  A Natural Legacy 

c.  Needles Carvings 

d.  The U. S. Presidents 

 

 

15.  Why did Borglum disagree with Robison regarding the subject of the carvings? 

a.  Robinson’s proposed choice related only to presidents. 

b.  Borglum wanted to carve other Danish-Americans. 

c.  Borglum wanted to carve natives from the area.   

d.  Robinson’s proposed choice related only to westerners. 
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The Black Hills of South Dakota  

Test Prep Passage 

Answer Key 

1. D 
2. A 
3. B 
4. A 
5. A 
6. C 
7. A 
8. B 
9. A 
10. B 
11. C 
12. B 
13. A 
14. B 
15. D 
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